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How to Compress a PDF on a Mac, Including in Lion
 





Updated April 13th, 2020.
Sometimes you have a PDF that you want to compress, usually because you want to email it and you know it’s too big to send. Here’s an easy way to do it, and it uses Apple’s Preview program, something that comes with every Mac. (If Acrobat opens when you double-click a PDF, try Control-clicking on a PDF’s icon and then choosing “Open With…” and then “Preview.”)
Here’s the Get Info box for the Keynote ’09 Manual (you know: click on the icon once, then File/Get Info). You can see the size (boxed in red): 13.8 megabytes. That’s too big to email, so you need to compress it. Turns out it’s really easy to do.
 




 Get your document open in Preview, then choose Save As… from Preview’s File menu.
UPDATE: In Mac OS X Lion, Preview’s File menu doesn’t have a Save As… command! It does have an Export… command, and that’s what you’ll choose in Lion. Everything else is the same.
You’ll get this box:
 




 (If you don’t see a box this big, click the triangle (boxed in blue here) to expand it.) Notice the “Quartz Filter: Reduce File Size” (boxed in red). You have to choose that. Ordinarily, it says “Quartz Filter: None.” Change it to say “Quartz Filter: Reduce File Size.” Below: the other choices, in case you’re interested. I don’t think I’ve ever used any of them. Experiment if you’d like but for our purposes here, use “Reduce File Size.”
 




 You should give your reduced-size PDF a new name before clicking “Save” because you will want to be able to compare the reduced one to the original. You don’t want to over-write the original. At least I don’t think you do.
In this example, I got info on the reduced-size PDF and looky how much smaller it is:





 The reduced-size version is less than 25% as big as the original. That’s great. This one, we can email.
Of course, before emailing it we want to check the quality. Here are some screen shots showing you the original and the reduced-size versions (look in the title bars– the smaller one says “smaller”).
 













 




 Virtually identical. However, compression is not always so neat and clean. In some cases the quality will not be very good after being compressed. But, a lot of times it will be, and since Preview is right there on your Mac already, it is certainly worth a try.
UPDATE: I just learned, thanks to an article on Macworld.com, that you can adjust the amount of compression performed by the “Smaller PDF” filter, which means you can adjust the quality too. What a great thing. Here’s the link to the Macworld article.

 Copyright 2008-2023 Christian Boyce. All rights reserved.
Did this article help you?
Maybe you'd like to contribute to the
 Christian Boyce coffee fund.

 





 

 Want some some quick iPhone how-tos?
Visit me at iPhoneinaminute.com.

 Looking for quick tips about Macs?
See my One-Minute Macman website!




Please use the “Sharing” buttons to share what’s interesting with your friends. It helps your friends and it helps me too. Thank you very much!
 
Sincerely,
 



Christian Boyce


Share it with your friends!
	Click to share on Facebook (Opens in new window)
	Click to share on Twitter (Opens in new window)
	Click to share on LinkedIn (Opens in new window)
	Click to share on Pinterest (Opens in new window)
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 Christian Boyce is a Mac and iPhone expert specializing in teaching people how to use Apple devices better, to get more done with them, and to have more fun doing it. He bought his first Mac (a Mac Plus) in 1986 and his first iPhone in 2007. He's written books and magazine articles, and given seminars at Macworld Expo, MacFair/LA, and the California Computer Expo. Over 30 years in the business.  View all posts by Christian Boyce 
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 Rogier says:
 October 17, 2011 at 4:34 pm
Scanned documents tend to loose to much quality. Do you know how to customize the compression?
It used to be possible by adding custom filters in Color Sync witch would appear in the same menu as you described. However in 10.7 Lion it doesn't work any more :-/
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 Christian Boyce says:
 October 17, 2011 at 4:44 pm
Sorry to say that I don't know how to do what you want. You are right, it seems that it's broken in Lion. Of course, the full Acrobat Pro lets you control the degree of compression, if you have it.
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 flamingopinkme says:
 December 25, 2011 at 7:09 am
Hi,
Thanks very much for this tip, it really came in useful today! Nothing worse than sending bloated Christmas cards via email…
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 Anonymous says:
 January 1, 2012 at 10:50 pm
Rogier – I've found the "Black and White" option to be pretty effective for scan documents. Reduced a transcript from 1.9M to 600K.
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 Christine C. says:
 February 12, 2012 at 9:26 pm
Thanks to this article, I compressed a 19MB file down to a 2MB file! THANKS!
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 Christian Boyce says:
 February 12, 2012 at 9:27 pm
Fantastic. I am really glad to hear it. Tell a friend and let's start saving some megabytes for future generations.
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 Manuel says:
 April 22, 2012 at 4:10 pm
Cool! Thanks for sharing this tip!
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 wugui says:
 May 29, 2012 at 11:15 pm
thanks black and white really does the trick for scanned docs 😉
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 Anonymous says:
 June 14, 2012 at 9:14 am
Funny, when I tried Quartz Filter Reduce Size, it turned an 8.3 MB document in a 96.2 MD document.
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 Christian Boyce says:
 June 14, 2012 at 9:16 am
That's interesting. There are other ways to reduce a PDF's file size (Acrobat can do it– not Acrobat Reader, but the actual Acrobat X program) so you could try that. If it's a black and white document try the black-and-white filter.
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 Anonymous says:
 September 12, 2012 at 9:41 pm
Great, great, great help. Thank you so much.
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 Christian Boyce says:
 September 12, 2012 at 9:42 pm
That makes my day. Glad to help.
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 Mathis Buechi says:
 April 15, 2013 at 7:16 pm
I used to have trouble with that option because it gave me very bad quality. Then I discovered a free online tool called http://smallpdf.com that solved my troubles.
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 Christian Boyce says:
 April 15, 2013 at 7:36 pm
I agree– the quality can be terrible. (On the other hand sometimes it's fine. No control over it.) I just tried smallpdf.com and I really like it. Worked really well in my one test. Thanks for the tip.

Reply
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Join the mailing list!
Join the Christian Boyce mailing list by clicking here.


Latest macOS Version
The latest Mac OS is Sonoma, macOS 14.4, released Thursday, March 7th, 2024. Apple recommends it for all Macs. If you need help updating let me know.



Latest iOS Version
The latest iOS version is 17.4 , released Tuesday, March 5th, 2024. There are several important features in this update (improved security for iMessage, live transcripts of podcasts) and some not-so-important ones (new lime emoji!). You should get the update for sure. If you need help updating let me know.


Apple Services System Status
Having an issue with iCloud? Can’t sign into the App Store? FaceTime isn’t working? Maybe it’s not you. Check the Apple Services system status here.



Apple’s Repair and Exchange programs
Click here to see Apple's current list of repair and exchange programs. There might be a free fix for your device, even if it's out of warranty.


My email host
Choosing a company to host your email can be tough. I haven't tried them all, but I can tell you that my mail is hosted by Pair.com, and I recommend them whole-heartedly. Large enough to handle the job, small enough to provide personal support when needed. Tell them I sent you. They also handle this website.


Best Online Backup Service




 $7 per month per machine, unlimited storage. $5.83 per month when you buy a year at a time. Try it free!


Click if you like it!

Click if you like it!
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