
Compare and contrast!
1. Simple spreadsheets— Numbers wins!

2. Nifty features— it’s a tie!

3. Look and feel— Numbers wins!

Excel vs. Numbers Showdown
By Christian Boyce (macman@christianboyce.com, christianboyce.com) 
Join my mailing list and get more tips like these. 

Visit me on the web: christianboyce.com • oneminutemacman.com • iPhoneinaminute.com

1. Simple spreadsheets— Numbers wins!

ExcelNumbers

Easier to make things look the way you want 
Easier to insert common functions (sums, averages, maximums, minimums) 
Easier to print
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2. Nifty features— it’s a tie!

AutoFill: check! 
Auto Column Width: check! 
Decent table templates: check! 
Sorting and filtering: check!

AutoFill: check! 
Auto Column Width: check! 
Decent table templates: check! 
Sorting and filtering: check!
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3. Look and feel— Numbers wins!

Excel looks different depending on the window width

Weird, good and bad: Excel’s Translate feature 

• First of  all, what’s it doing there? 
• On the other hand, I guess it’s sort of  nice 
• But it makes more work for you!

Excel’s Tell Me feature doesn’t tell you

As if  they use it themselves

Useful visual feedback 
Tooltips that actually help 

“Undo” that works the way it should
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